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OPEN CALL FOR “EU WITH YOU RAPID GRANT PROGRAMME”
Deadline for complete applications is 16.00h, 15 December 2021
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Delegation of the European Union to North Macedonia, through Europe House Skopje and in the frames of the EU-funded ‘EU with YOU’ project, launches an open call for support of external partners in the form of a rapid grant programme. The programme is to primarily support youth and civil society organisations, individuals and initiatives (incl. grass-root) through small rapid grants for capacity building.  Through youth engagement and participatory work of the civil society the overall aim of the rapid grant programme is to contribute to a democratic and inclusive society in North Macedonia, on its path towards integration into the European Union. This is to be done while at the same time promoting the EU values and raising awareness about the opportunities available for EU-funding.
WHO CAN APPLY?

•	Individuals
•	Unregistered (incl. grass-root) Initiatives
•	Domestic Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) registered in North Macedonia

The objective of the ‘EU with YOU Rapid Grant Programme’ is to support youth and civil society organisations and/or individuals to: 
(a) Better promote arts and culture through wider range of activities that will take place throughout North Macedonia
(b) Organise activities that will raise awareness and aim to educate in preserving and safeguarding our planet as part of the EU Green Deal and WB Green Agenda. 
‘EU with YOU Rapid Grant Programme’ offers the opportunity for quick and timely interventions at grass-root level to respond to identified issues that contribute towards the EU values. 
Applications under the open call can be submitted biannually i.e. every December (referring to activities taking place from January to June) and June (referring to activities taking place from July to December). 
Evaluation of applications and announcement of results will take place within 4 (four) weeks from the submission deadline.
1. GENERAL OVERVIEW OF CALL REQUIREMENTS 
a. Eligibility criteria 
In order to be eligible for application, applicants need to fulfil the following criteria: 
· Individuals, unregistered initiatives or organizations active in North Macedonia for at least 2 (two) years and engaged in any non-profit initiative 
· Directly responsible for the management of the grant. Partnerships with other NGOs/unregistered initiatives are allowed based on principle that leading applicant takes full responsibility for project implementation and management (incl. financial).
· Demonstrate capacity for managing and implementing the proposed grant activities; 
· Not led or managed by Politically Exposed Persons (PEPs) and are free of any political interference. 
· Not the subject of ongoing or recurring EU-funding (incl. support in the form of sponsorship) 
In cases when applicants are individuals or unregistered initiatives, they need to demonstrate that their engagement is not for profit and is for public benefit rather than private interest. They should also demonstrate that they adequately meet the relevant eligibility criteria. 

2. ELIGIBILITY OF OPERATIONS AND ASSOCIATED COSTS 
The following operations (interventions/activities) and associated costs will not be supported: 
· Operations that normally fall under the scope of projects funded as EU external action and/or under the instrument for pre-accession (cross-border, technical assistance, works, supplies)  
· Operations that are recurring as EU-funded sponsorship for more than 2 (two) years
· Operations that are not free of political interference 
· Capital Investments, debt or payments for losses, loan and interest repayments, equipment depreciation expenditures, purchase of property, payment of expenses covered by other donors, credit to third parties
· Grants composed entirely or mostly of preparatory work and/or studies; 
· Awareness raising campaigns without proper follow up; 
· Interventions which are subject to multilevel dependency and approval, thus posing high risk for achieving results; 
· Sub granting to third parties. Small scale financial support to beneficiaries is allowed only in cases when all expenditures are executed by the implementing organization;
· Scholarships; 
· Annual (regular) subscriptions; 
· Salaries; 
· Customs and import duties; 
· Value Added Tax - VAT (for all invoices above EUR 200); 

a. Eligible costs 
To be considered eligible, costs should meet the following criteria: 
· are within the maximum threshold of €5,000 
· are incurred during the implementation of the rapid grant; 
· are necessary for the successful implementation and achievement of the indicated intervention results;
· are reasonable, justified and comply with the requirements of sound financial management including fair and market-based calculations and cost-efficiency; 
· comply with the requirements of applicable tax legislation in North Macedonia; 
· are indicated in the approved budget;
· are identifiable and traceable. 

3. APPLICATION PROCEDURE 
All information, including the guidelines and application forms can be found and downloaded from www.euhouse.mk section ‘Open calls’. 
The following mandatory documents shall accompany the Application form (duly filled in) 
· Short bio (for individuals) or Short bio/description of the group, organization and activities (for unregistered initiatives) or Registration Certificate (for NGOs); 
· Proof of previous engagement and/or activities organized, supported and/or participated in (if available). 
· In case of co-funding for this project, the co-funding proof (e.g. contract, decision, letter of commitment, etc.) 
Applicants will be required to verify that their application is complete using the checklist presented in the application form. Once completed, applications can only be submitted electronically at euinfo@euhouse.mk by 16.00h, 15 December 2021. Europe House Skopje will confirm the receipt of the application by acknowledgement email reply to the applicant. Applications that are incomplete or do not comply with the rules of these guidelines will not be reviewed. Applications submitted after the deadline will not be taken into consideration.
Each applicant who has participated in the application process receives a response regarding the evaluation process and the result of their application, including the total score. Unsuccessful applicants may request clarifications. 
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